
Name this
variety and

it as a 9cm
potted plant
Variety name ..............................................................................

Name ..........................................................................................

Address ......................................................................................

Tel ......................................Email ..............................................
How to enter. Send an email or cut out and post the answer to address
below, giving the variety name, your name, full address and contact
details. Emails titled ‘July Competition’ to clubnews@thompson-
morgan.com. Postal address: A. Gifford, Clubs & Societies Team,
Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich IP8 3BU.

Terms & Conditions:- one entry per person, closing date 5th Sept 2011.
The winner will be randomly selected and informed by 9th Sept 2011.
No cash alternatives available. Entrants must be aged 18 and over.

Find this in our new
Autumn Plant catalogue

Welcome to the Summer Edition of
Thompson & Morgan’s newsletter, written
specifically for you, our Allotment Associations,
Horticultural Societies and Gardening Groups.

In this edition we share with you our rigorous seed
germination and laboratory test processes, and
Belstead Allotments tell us how they went about
getting a composting toilet for their site.

Thompson&Morganmaster class

Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich IP8 3BU Customer Care: 01473 695300 Fax: 01473 680199 email: hs@thompson-morgan.com
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Edition 3

Jobs to do in July

Has your Club or
Society been up to
anything interesting?

Tell us all about it by emailing
a brief outline of your news,
your contact details and a
max of 3 photos to
clubnews@thompson-morgan.com

Dazzling daffodils to
bathe your garden in
early spring colour

EXCLUSIVELY for our Clubs & Societies
Daffodil ‘Tahiti’ – an RHS Award of Garden Merit plant with striking double,
deep golden-yellow flowers with bright red-orange centres. A great
display and fragrance for mid-spring – Good cut flower too. Height to 45cm.
10kg bag of Daffodil ‘Tahiti’ SPECIAL BULK PRICE of £24.99 Code AHS4481.

Single-flowered mixed daffodils – Mixed varieties giving a naturalist look
and fabulous spring display. 10kg bag of mixed single flower daffodils –
SPECIAL BULK PRICE of £19.99 Code AHS4480.

To order call 01473 695300 quoting the relevant product reference.
Note - £4.95 p&p will apply and prices as shown - no additional discount.

NEW for you
Over 70 NEW varieties for the 2012 season!
With full details to be announced later this month, we have some
fabulous new flower varieties and brilliant new vegetable seeds
coming into our range. So if you’re a lover of sweet peas, zinnias or
poppies, there should be something you’ll like to add to your garden
or cut flower arrangements. If you’re more into veg, wait until you
see our new mangetout which is sure to catch your eye, and one of
our new bush tomatoes can produce in excess of 700 fruits from just
one plant! Catalogues should be with you by early September.

1. Complete and return the catalogue request card
(sent as part of this pack)

2. Tell us how many catalogues you need, and whether your
Secretary/Seed orderer has changed.

3. Look out for catalogues and order forms early in September.

• No order deadlines
• 15% off all other items - fruit,
plants, potatoes and onions

• repeat ordering all season
• low 1st order amount
• downloadable order forms.

AND FREE SEEDS for the Secretary/Seed Orderer.
Can you afford to miss this offer? Why pay more?

Getting the best from our Flower Pouches™
This planting demonstrating at last year’s T&M Open Weekend, was one of the
most attended so we thought we’d repeat it for you. To get the best display in
your garden, just knowing a few top tips will make all the difference between
an average, and an astounding display.

1. Mix slow-release fertiliser pellets into
a general purpose compost.

2. Fill the pouch, ensuring the compost
gets right into the corners and firm it down
(don’t pack it really hard though).

3. Lay the flower pouch down flat and seal
the open end with a clothes peg.

4. Push fingers in slits and gently push plug
plants (flowers or dwarf beans/
tomato/strawberry plants) in and firm compost
around the roots.

5. Leave one plug plant spare and pot up
in a 3 inch pot to use later (see point 9).

6. Water each plant in and leave clothes peg on.

7. Key tip! Leave the pouch laying flat for a
few weeks until plants are fully rooted. You
should be able to tell by looking at the plant
growth. (By leaving it flat for a few weeks you
allow the roots to establish and spread and keep the compost in place).

8. Once the plants are established and growing well, remove the clothes
peg, turn the right way up and hang. Choose a sunny wall or sturdy fence.

9. Now pop in the potted plant you kept back, right into the top of the pouch
to ensure really full coverage.

10.Water regularly and enjoy the display or crop.

Sue Foster, one of our horticultural team who was giving the planting
demonstration last year, said “it’s the slow-release fertiliser and being patient
for a few weeks, leaving them flat so roots can develop, which makes a big
difference. You can also grow salad leaves, but this would mean at stage 4,
you simply make the holes slightly bigger and sow mixed salad seeds; the rest
of the stages would be the same”.

For those of you who use the internet, did you know that there are several
videos on various basic ‘how to’ topics on our own Youtube Channel?
http://www.youtube.com/user/thompsonmorgan?feature=mhee

1 Flower Pouch™
WHS09229 ONLY £8.49
3 Flower Pouches™
WHS09231 ONLY £15.29
(price with club discount)

Only weeks away!
T&M’s Trial Ground
Open Weekend
We hope to see you
on Saturday 30th and
Sunday 31st July
at this year’s Open Weekend.
Experience the show gardens, see our outdoor trial varieties and more
than 1,000 patio containers, watch demos, enjoy the refreshment area
and plant sales and meet the specialists from the Fuchsia and Begonia
Societies. Coaches welcome but must be booked in advance
(email: agifford@thompson-morgan.com with details of your society,
date and number attending) Only £2.50 each per visitor in a pre-booked
coach/minibus or £3 each per visitor by car (max £10 per car) – no need
to book. Hurry and book your coach in now.

Show time is soon upon us so
share with us photos of your show.
Fabulous children’s entries? Great
Top Tray or Top Vase arrangements?
Super Spuds? Show off your
successes by sending us photos of
your event (max 3 photos per person)
and we may feature them in future
issues. Send either as attachments
online to:- clubnews@thompson-
morgan.com (titled Show Pictures)
or prints by post to:- Alison Gifford,
Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane,
Ipswich IP8 3BU

Feature your summer show

50% off
seeds for your
club/society

Has your Club or Society been up to anything interesting?
Tell us all about it by emailing a brief outline of your news,
your contact details and a max of 3 photos to
clubnews@thompson-morgan.com

Special Bulk Prices
Daffodil ‘Tahiti’

ONLY£24.99
for 10kg

(code AHS4481)
DaffodilSingle-flowered mixedONLY£19.99
for 10kg

(code AHS4480)

Breaking
news!
We’re also pleased to
announce the 2012 Season
offer for our Clubs and
Societies customers.
We’re offering you:

• 50% OFF seeds
• No order deadlines
• Repeat ordering all season
• 15% OFF all other items too!
PLUS new items added to our range, downloadable
order forms AND FREE SEEDS for the secretary
Take a look at the details enclosed with this newsletter.

Pinch off side shoots from
tomatoes to encourage growth
in fruit rather than leaves.

Sow late maincrop peas.
If you’re quick enough, there’s
still time to get some in. Ensure you
get a good disease-resistant variety
as mildew may be about later in the
year. Try our ‘Ambassador’ (code
GHS0933) or ‘Balmoral’ (code
GHS0851) varieties, only 95p or
£1.15 respectively with club discount.

Sow a few more courgette seeds.
Whilst earlier ones are starting to
crop well, these new plants will
start to peak as the others begin
to fade, and so long as you keep
them frost free, they should
provide a crop into late autumn.
Try ‘Defender’ (code GHS0432)
only £1.45 with club discount.

Sow more dwarf French beans
for the same reason as above.

Enjoy early potatoes and ensure
main crops are earthed up.

Feed tomatoes, and aubergines
once a week with diluted tomato
food once fruit appears. Use our
Which? ‘Best Buy’ Chempak
Tomato Fertiliser for top results,
only £46.75 for 12 x 1.25kg packs
(with discount) code KWW2533.

Thin out crowded apples, pears
and plums to allow remaining
ones to reach a good size.

Check blackberries for new
shoots which you can peg down
and get new plants from.

Care for your strawberries.
Once fruited, trim back all the
foliage and see if there’s any new
runners you can pin down.

Continue to tie in new raspberry
canes onto support wires.

Ensure you keep onions well
watered as drought can severely
affect yields.

Ensure your greenhouse has
good ventilation and perhaps paint
on a shading wash, as temperatures
can really get hot inside.

Tie dahlia stems into supports.

Take softwood cuttings from this
current season’s growth and over
winter, ready for next spring.

Cut off faded delphinium and
geranium flowers, give the
plants a feed and they should
come back for a second flush.

Keep deadheading flowers in
the border.

Summer prune wisteria
branches to about 6 inches from
the main stem now the flowers
have past. These plants are quite
vigorous so by pruning you can
control where the flowers appear.
Once it’s winter and the foliage
has died right back, you can take
a good look at the plant and give
it a harder winter prune then.

Keep weeding and keep
watering!

Discounts
held for

2012 season!

50%OFF
seeds

15% OFF potatoes,
fruit, bulbs

plants and sundries.

Entry from Capel St Mary’s Show

Take Action – don’t miss out!
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Inside Thompson & MorganClub in the spotlight

Belstead Allotments -
how we got a composting
toilet for our site
Christine Simpson
from Belstead
Allotments in Ipswich
explains why she
wanted the facility
and how she went
about it.

Five years ago, Christine
took early retirement and
became Chairman of her
allotment site. Since then,
together with her field
warden Mel Wilkinson,
the two of them have
made a few changes at
the site. Christine says,
“We’ve got 179 plots and
now, compared to a few
years ago, we’re full, with a long waiting list as the demand for space
to grow your own has increased. We’ve got a real mix of people, some
keep chickens, others don’t have much garden at home, so use their
plot, not only for vegetables and flowers, but to bring their children
down to enjoy the outdoor life. It’s a real family affair for a lot of plot
holders. We’re down a fairly long rural lane and whilst the site is
secure with locked gates, it’s not immediately close to any facilities,
so we’ve put a few in. We’ve brought in an old shipping container to
act as a secure lock-up for gardening supplies; we’ve converted an
old shed into a meeting place with heaters and stoves for a warm cup
of tea and provided some picnic benches for social get-togethers at
weekends, but there were no toilets.

“The first thing I did was look into the possibility of a composting toilet
as the site does not have mains drainage. After looking around on
the internet, I found out the cost of what I wanted (£10,000) and then

I wrote applying for grant funding to
Ipswich Borough Council. I stated that
we didn’t have mains drainage, and
that the model I’d seen was totally eco
-friendly. No water would be necessary
and the contents would naturally rot
down and be ready to put back on
the plot in the form of usual compost
within about 2 years. I also mentioned
that the toilet would be easily
accessed by all - including children
and the less-abled. The council
agreed to help, but could only give
us £7,000 towards the cost. They
also wanted to see that we were
doing what we could to raise money
and help fund it. I then wrote to the

individual councillors of the locality, for what is called Locality Budget
Funding. Two councillors offered to help and were able to give the
remaining £3,000 required”.

Once Chris and Mel had the money, they went to NATSOL – a Wales
based company who then gave them the details of what had to be
done in preparation. A large pit or ‘vault’ had to be dug. This was
2m x 2.5m square and almost a metre deep. They also had to put in
a pipe for a soak away for liquids which simply went straight into the
soil. The council provided a grab lorry to lift firstly, the large tank to
sit in the vault – this was then cemented into place. Then the toilet
compartment and floor were lifted to rest on top of the main waste
vault. The floor has 4 man-hole type doors which can be lifted as
necessary to access the main waste vault (the actual loo seat sits
over one). It’s cleverly designed so that liquid soaks away into the soil
whilst other deposits go down into the vault, each time covered with
a scoop of sawdust. They can only use unbleached toilet paper or old
newspaper, but that’s the only concession they have to make. There’s
little maintenance (none so far) and the company even supplies gel to
use for handwashing as no water is involved.

The toilet was officially opened by one of the supporting councillors
in June 2010. Chris says she can’t recommend it enough. “It’s green,
it’s organic and there isn’t a single nasty niff! It’s proven to be
a God-send, enabling people to spend much more time down here
without worrying about getting caught short. We can’t wait until the
toilets’ 2nd anniversary as after 2 years, the contents of the vault
should be just like normal compost and ready to use on the plots.
I think people will want to see it first though, before they ask for a
barrow load!”.

It wasn’t welcomed by everyone
to begin with, but now everyone can
see the benefit, and the ladies and
children are particularly pleased!”“

How to go about getting funding for
a composting toilet for your site.

Do your research and put a case together. Are there other sites with
more facilities than yours? Do you have school children visits? Do
you have disabled gardeners or sensory gardens? The more the
council can see the need, the more they’re likely to listen.

Look online or talk to other sites who already have them for
guidance on what model suits your situation best and get at
least 3 quotes if possible.

Be ready to show the council that you’re also starting to raise
money yourselves and illustrate how.

Look into the amount of preparation work you may have to
do yourselves.

Check out the Big Lottery Fund website at www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
There’s guidance about how to go about applying for funding and
examples of previous projects that have been awarded help.

If you’d like to feature your site or Club in our newsletter get in touch!
Email clubnews@thompson-morgan.com or write to Clubs & Societies
Team Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich IP8 3BU.
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The grants paid for the entire
landscaping of the area
creating full disabled access
to the toilet and meeting shed.

Chriswith her rowof T&M
cucumber plants and in front of
her flower pouches full of busy
lizzieswaiting to hang out.

Mel and Christine outside
their composting toilet.

If you’d like to come along it’s £3 per person (max of £10 per car) or if there’s a large group of you and you’d prefer to arrange a
coach (only £2.50 per person) please pre-book by emailing agifford@thompson-morgan.com or call us on 01473 695 287

to let us know the day you’d like to come and how many will be attending. We hope to see you there!

Bring the family to Open Weekend
Saturday 30th & Sunday 31st July 2011 10.00am to 4.00pm

Preparing for the 18th annual
Open Weekend

For almost two decades Thompson
& Morgan has opened its doors and
grounds to enable customers to see
a spectacular showcase of our range
of flowers and vegetables, including
new additions. Read on to discover
the work and preparation that goes
into making the weekend a success.

Dec 2010
Our Product Development team compiles lists of plants to be included
at the Open Weekend. These may be new products, unusual or often
over-looked products or items we currently list and need to check for
performance and quality. Plants are then sent to our Suffolk trials
station.

Jan to April 2011
The work at our trials station begins by sowing seeds for the main
display. Once germinated, they are potted on as necessary.

March
Staff work through a list of plants which
we’d like to feature in the container
trials, ordering samples from suppliers
all around the world. These will begin
to arrive in young plant form. We may
wish to simply photograph one of the
plants we already offer, or trial a new variety
for ourselves prior to adding it to our range.
We also, as part of our own quality control,
order a selection of plants from our own
plant catalogue. This enables us to see the
condition they arrive in and grow the plants on
(just as our customers would), so that we can
ultimately see how that plant develops and its
final performance.

At the Poplar Lane Head Office, work is started on preparing the
grounds. Beds are made for the field trials and the main display beds
are tidied after their winter break.

April
Young plants are potted on for the container
trials. Decisions are made as to whether
they’re grown on in pots, Flower Pouches™
or beds. We sometimes use this opportunity
to experiment, maybe trying lavender in
Flower Pouches™ for example.

May
Plants for the beds are sent across
to Head Office to start the planting
out process. The hardiest
perennials come across first,
followed by half-hardy annuals.

June
Planting out of
the show beds is
completed. The
raised bed garden
is also completed.

July
The magnificent
16ft tall Flower
Tower centrepiece
is assembled and
planted up. The flower
(and innovative vegetable)
pouches are hung and
container trial displays laid out.

All plants are tended to get
them to peak condition for
Open Weekend. The ones in
containers and pots are fed liquid feed through the irrigation system.
It’s different for plants in the beds and in the field trials, however.
Because we want to see how plants perform just as they would in
customer’s gardens, we only feed our plants with standard
Growmore fertiliser which is applied to the ground prior to planting.
Visitors therefore know that these are the results they can realistically
expect to achieve in their own gardens at home.

Open Weekend!
This year the grounds are actually open a few days before the
weekend, for two special days for subscribers to The Times
newspaper and Gardeners World magazine. At the weekend, we
are open to our customers. Staff from across the company come
in to help, so it may well be one of our managing directors or plant
breeders directing your car or chatting to you about the plants.

As well as our floral displays, talks, Q&A sessions, refreshments and
the chance to do a bit of shopping, we’re also lucky enough to have
some specialist growers on hand to either answer queries or chat
to you about their society. This year we have The Begonia Society,
The Alpine Society and Fuchsia Society as well as a giant vegetable
display by expert grower and exhibitor Arthur Davies. Greenthumb,
the lawnsmen who keep our lawns looking green and lush will also be
attending. Our chosen charity, the East Anglian Children’s Hospice
(EACH) is also present and we’re donating 50p from each entry fee to
them, to help build a garden at a local hospice.

All in all, there’s a lot of work and
planning undertaken, but the results
are certainly worth it.

This years

FlowerTower

will be covered in

1,250 begonias!

Our ‘Wall of colour’ is

covered with 400 Flower
Pouches™ of Busy Lizzies

containing 4,000 plants.

The field trial beds

contain almost

6,000 plants.

The container trials
feature around 1,500
pots, Flower Pouches™,
hanging baskets and
window boxes.

FACT

FACT

FACT

FACT
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